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2008 Air Show to Feature the
US Air Force Thunderbirds

The 9th Annual show will now be held July |2th and |3th

The US Air Force Thunderbirds will now headline the Gary’s South Shore Air Show held at
Marquette Park and Beach in Miller. Due to the addition of the performers, the date of the 2008 show
has been moved up one week, and will now be held on Saturday, July 12th and Sunday, July 13th.

According to the US Air Force Thunderbirds, “The Demonstration Squadron is the premier
demonstration squadron of the most elite air and space force the world has ever known. They present
precision aerial maneuvers that exhibit the capabilities of
modern, high performance aircraft and the high degree of
professional skill required to operate those aircraft.” *

The 9th Annual Air Show will also feature a Parachute
Team, Angel 7 (a L-39C), Joe Dooley the Flying Irishman,
P-51 Mustang, F-15 (US Air Force) and the Lima Lima
Demonstration Squadron. New to the 2008 show is the
100% Ethanol fueled aerobatic team, The Vanguard
Squadron, and Bill Leff who will perform maneuvers in
his classic T-6 WarBird. The F-18 and the B-2 Stealth
Bomber have also been added to the performance schedule.

There will be a VIP Preview Party the evening of Friday,
July 11th at the Gary Jet Center. Tickets for the VIP event
are $50 and include a front-row seat, free parking, food
and beverage and a special meet and greet with the US Air
Force Thunderbirds. Tickets for the Preview Party can only
be purchased through the Lake County Convention and
Visitors Bureau by calling Jennifer Rush at (219) 554-2229.

The public is welcome to view the Friday evening show
from the Gary/Chicago Airport parking lot. Parking at the
Airport is $5 per car.

Gary’s South Shore Air Show features free admission,
free parking and free shuttle service to Marquette Beach.
There will also be children’s entertainment, numerous
that motivates the staff,” said Katie food vendors and a beer garden, both days of the show.
Holderby, Executive Vice President, Visit Gary’s South Shore Air Show official website,
LCCVB. www.garyairshow.com for more information.

The Indiana Chamber announced
ranking for all 66 companies that made
the “Best Places to Work in Indiana” list
at an awards dinner in Indianapolis. The
honorees were determined through
employer reports and comprehensive
employee surveys.

Participants of the “Best Place to Work
in Indiana” program received an
evaluation to help organizations identify
the company’s strengths and weaknesses.
The basis for the “Best Places to Work”
initiative is Fortune Magazine’s noted “100
Best Places to Work for” list. For more
information about the program, log onto
www.bestplacestoworkIN.com.
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Chosen by the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce, the
Lake County Convention and
Visitors Bureau was selected as
one of the “Best Places to Work
in Indiana” for the second year.
The Bureau placed 9th in the
Small/Medium sized companies
and was the only government
agency to win the prestigious
award.

“I am very proud and humbled
to be placed among the top 10
‘Best Places to Work’ for two years
running. The Board of Directors
and our President/CEO, Speros
Batistatos, help create a positive
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working environment and culture
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The US Air Force Thunderbirds fly over Lake Michigan at
Marquette Park and Beach in Gary.

Secretary of Commerce Visits
the Indiana VWelcome Center

Speros Batistatos, President/CEO
of the Lake County CVB (far left);
Ed Soliday, Indiana House of
Representatives, District 4 (left);
Nathan Feltman, Indiana
Secretary of Commerce (right);
and Vince Galbiati, President/CEO
of the Northwest Indiana Forum
(far right) pictured at the Indiana
Welcome Center. Feltman spoke
to nearly 100 developers,
brokers, economic development
professionals and business
leaders from the Chicagoland

Did you know?
Gary’s South Shore Air Show
welcomes more than 500,000

spectators to Gary’s
beaches each year.

lakecountycvb.com

area about investment and
attracting new companies to the
area.The event, “Why Northwest
Indiana Works,” was sponsored by
the Northwest Indiana Forum.
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Six Organizations
Receive Grant
Monies

Upcoming
Events

LCCVB Continues Focus
on Regional Business

The Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau sales staff has recently joined forces with the
Valparaiso Department of Parks and Recreation and the Michigan City Parks Department to bring
events to the South Shore. _ -

The Michigan City Parks and South Shore Sports
Promotions (a department of the Lake County CVB)
recently announced Michigan City will be one of the six
stops on the 2008 TriAmerica Series National Tour. The
event, TriAmerica Indiana Dunes, is expected to have a
significant impact on the local hospitality industry with
more than 500 projected room nights for local hotels and
an estimated economic impact of more than $100,000 for
area businesses.

“The Michigan City Parks Department enjoys our long-
standing relationship with the LCCVB and South Shore
Sports Promotions. We will continue to work with South
Shore Sports to pursue events that help build tourism,
create positive impressions of the region and spur
economic growth,” said Jeremy Kienitz, Recreation
Director for Michigan City Parks Department.

The National Triathlon will bring more than 1,000 tri-athletes to Washington Park in Michigan City
on September 7th of this year. Events include a 2K (1.25 mi) swim in Lake Michigan, 60K (37 mi) bike
through Beverly Shores and 15K (9.3 mi) run on Lake Shore Drive in Long Beach.

Kate Hurey, the LCCVB’s Convention Sales Manager has been working with the Valparaiso
Department of Parks and Recreation to bring the 2008 Indiana Park and Recreation Association
(IPRA) to the South Shore for their Leadership Retreat and Annual Educational Golf Outing. “This is a
great opportunity to showcase the northern part of the state to this organization,” stated Hurey. The
IPRA will be staying in Valparaiso on September 9th and 10th.
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More than 1,000 tri-athletes will compete in the 2008
TriAmerica Series National Tour this September.

Tourism Week Highlights Sports
Travel and 2016 Olympics

Approximately 200 elected officials, business leaders and hospitality
employees attended the Annual Tourism Day Luncheon hosted by the
Lake County CVB in May. Jeanne M. Picariello, Chair of the Multi-Sport
Organizations Council for the United States Olympic Committee, was
the keynote speaker. Picariello highlighted the impact youth sporting
events has on travel and the ripple effect the Olympics will have on
Northwest Indiana if Chicago lands the event in 2016. According to
Picariello the South Shore may be able to host Paralympic games,
Senior games or Youth Olympic games. She also suggested the area
begin to market itself now for such economic opportunities.

In celebration of National Tourism Week, the CVB also held its
annual FAM (familiarization) Tour, to help acquaint residents and
hospitality employees with the many attractions available in the region.
The annual tour was filled with front-line hotel employees from Lake
and Porter Counties as well as residents of Northwest Indiana. The
stops included the new Shrine of Christ’s Passion in St. John, South
Shore Arts in Munster, Cabela’s in Hammond and the Dillinger Museum
also in Hammond with a lunch at Teibel’s in Schererville.

Tourism Week is nationally sponsored by TIA (Travel Industry
Association) and commemorated by hospitality organizations
throughout the nation. The goal is to educate the public about the
economic impact tourism makes on America.

Jason Sands, South Shore Sports
Promotions, is pictured with Jeanne
Picariello (right), US Olympic
Committtee, at the Annual Tourism
Day Luncheon.

2008 South Shore Sports Legends

Six new South Shore Sports Legends have been selected for the upcoming South Shore Sports
Legends Exhibit from August 7th to September 21st. The exhibit honors remarkable sports legends,
both male and female, coaches, teams and other participants who have achieved a “legendary status”
along the South Shore.

The following five legends and one contributing legend will be added to the existing 50 legends from
the 2007 exhibit: James Arthur “Jim” Bradley, Donald Elser, Milan “Milo” Komenich, Tom Stokes, 1937
Hammond High Wildcats Football Team and Ray Nichels, the contributing legend.

The South Shore Sports Legends Committee will also add a sixth “people’s choice” legend during
the grand opening of the exhibit in August. The public was invited to vote on their favorite legend
throughout the month of May. The exhibit will be on display in the W.F. Wellman Exhibit Hall at the
Indiana Welcome Center in Hammond. To learn more about the South Shore Sports Legends, visit
www.lakecountycvb.com/sportslegends.
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Indiana Welcome Center
Billboard Wins Award

“Can’t Hold It?” billboard wins Silver Communicator Award

The International Academy of the Visual Arts (IAVA) recently announced
winners for the 2008 Communicator Awards and among them was the Westbound
1-80/94 billboard for the Indiana Welcome Center. The billboard titled “Can’t Hold
1t?” was created by the Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

According to INDOT (Indiana Department of Transportation) spokesperson,
Joshua Bingham, “...one million people travel the Borman Expressway [1-80/94]
daily.” Approximately 85,000 travelers visit the Indiana Welcome Center each year.

“Restrooms are one of the major reasons travelers stop at welcome centers and
rest areas, and we are proud that we have the best restrooms in the state,” Ron
Detterline, Director of Facilities said. Andrea Rivera, Graphic Designer, also
commented, “We were looking for a fresh new way to use the travel information
symbol to catch drivers’ attention.”

The Communicator Awards is the leading international creative awards
program honoring creative excellence for communication professionals. The
judges received more than 8,500 entries from around the world for the 2008
competition. To learn more about the Communicator Awards and to see a
complete list of the 2008 winners, please visit www.communicatorawards.com.
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Indiana Welcome Center  EXIT 3 - SOUTH

INDUSTRY UPDATES New Visitor’s Guide
Now Available

The 64-page, full-color guide to help visitors find
attractions, restaurants and hotels in the South Shore is
now available for distribution. There are more than 150
partners featured in the guide, a map and special sections
including; Chicago, the Indiana Dunes and Unique
Attractions along the South Shore.

The South Shore Visitor’s Guide is the most
comprenshive magazine
that includes hotels,
attractions, restaurants,
casinos and visitor
information from
Chicago to New Bulffalo,
Michigan.

The Lake County CVB
is in the process of
creating an online version
of the 2008-2009 guide,
which will be viewable in
the coming months at
www.lakecountycvb.com.

Partners are
encouraged to display the
Visitor’s Guide in their
establishment for
travelers and residents. To request cases, contact Heather
Becerra by email at heather@lakecountycvb.com.

visitorsouid
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Board of Directors  Appointed By

Professional Staff

Position

Victor DeMeyer ~ Mayor of Hobart

Chairman
W.E “Bill” Wellman Lt. Governor
Vice Chairman

Wardella Roby Mayor of Gary
Secretary

Mary Rakoczy Highland Town Council
Treasurer

Christine Cash Mayor of Hammond
Marketing Com. Chair

Matthew Reardon Town of Munster
Admin. Com. Chair
Megan Cecil Lake County Council
Robert Forster Merrillville Town Council
Violet Mika Lake County Commissioners
Steve Teibel Town of Schererville
Raymond Rucoba Mayor of East Chicago
Manuel Salazar Hammond City Council
Gus Trakas Lake County Council
Chareice White Gary Common Council
Patti Wolter Lake County Commissioners

Andrew Kyres, Parliamentarian
Daniel C. Kuzman, Attorney

Speros A. Batistatos,
FCDME

Katie R. Holderby
Janis Flutka, CPA
Heather Becerra

Luke Weinman IV

Judith Brown
Jason Sands

Ronald Detterline
Erika Scheeringa
Michael Chaseley

Andrea Rivera
Robert Victor
Tammy Lambert
Adrienne L. Shroka
Kate Hurey
Andrew Collins
Krystle Simmons
Barb Mack

Megan Langel
Jennifer Rush

Sondra Hinken

President/CEO

Executive Vice President

Chief Financial Officer

Director of Sales & Marketing

Director of Information & Technology
Director of Administrative Services
Director of Sports Development
Director of Facilities

Public & Community Relations Manager
Partnership Development Manager
Marketing Designer

Research & Technology Manager
Accounting Manager

Special Events Manager

Sales Manager

Productions Coordinator

Special Events & Minority Affairs Coordinator
Group Housing Coordinator

Assistant Housing Coordinator
Executive Assistant

Receptionist

Convention & Visitors Bureau

This newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau. Comments, suggestions, or materials for
submission consideration should be directed to Erika Scheeringa at (219) 989-7770, Fax (219) 989-7777, Email erika@lakecountycvb.com, 2007 * 2008
or by mail to 7770 Corinne Drive, Hammond, Indiana 46323. Additional copies of the Lake County CVB Newsletters are available at the

Indiana Welcome Center, Hammond or by contacting Erika Scheeringa, Public & Community Relations Manager.
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The Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau
is the sales and marketing organization leading the
hospitality industry and supporting its partners in
the development and promotion of tourist
attractions throughout the region.

The Lake County CVB
Executive Offices are
housed in the

Top 10

Indiana Welcome Center To view an online version of
7770 Corinne Drive :
Hammond, IN 46323 this newsletter, please go to
Phone: (219) 989-7770 www.lakecountycvb.com
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